FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOI/PA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
FOI/PA# 1645781-000

Total Deleted Page(s) = 1
Page 10 ~ Duplicate;

XHXKXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X Deleted Page(s) X

X No Duplication Fee X

X Forthis Page X
XHXKXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



'p ASST.OIR.
RIEGCEN\'.BI\'.FBI

her2l 1038 AN 1976

o

aecswg{o;loirf;m 0R

LS

ar 26 4 57PR’T

4 MA;I‘- m—
Comp. Syst. .. .

Ext. Affairs eme

Gen. | %
Hent 1z

. Inspection N
Intell.
Laboratory e

Legal Coun. — .
Plan. & Eval. o
Rec. Mgnt,
Spec. Inv.
Training
Telephone R,

Director Sfc'Y —

| —

R i

EY

42 DIRECTOR

3




T UINGONS 0CT 221070,
owteon/)(-17-20

i
Ve Vi
A AN
f V! ‘
& b v
i‘" tf }‘u H f
P LREPAR: i
BN . s f da . s 1
- 3 B ] 3
o - g .. ? ?70 . it . EN A ' K
H ¢ = 5 R LR . - |
‘ E? - : P ¢
2 » - i . 1
N te o h , P : % ,
PR 3y == 3 .o T - . i ? .
L 2% 5 O D‘v
i O B 4 AL QEG'D“IDE“T" . o | L ‘
R A . A T |
i
£ b : c - . ® f *
N ' . Pt s . - . N . .
. . ‘ , c , L, g ) |
B s ¢ :
|
] st ! N i NI f\‘ W
H
' * . B R . . »
- - ’,‘ : £ i 1
. EE Y : - = :
. 1 El { t i 4= "\_ N l‘; t H ,;’ ' @ > " Y ;
4 - : I . - ¥ Sl
'l 1 N b ﬁi H P -‘J ;' 3 | ;
‘ ) ty K 3 1 ) [ 2.4 - : ~
- 4 . : k B
.
1
s < ‘ f
W f‘r , ) .- : ¢ 4 .
H * I H § 1 .
LI 'F ! [ A , e ir § 4. & . ) .- PR -~ i
- : : . -t . B ' .
- T A B . ¢ x v LI v e *
. . -, - , , . }
N - . 'z; . N . £ s, - ¢
. ¢ ' .
Yt . Ly [ R : R S . ;
. B B - N 4 = - ) . .
e YO . . # ] 'y 'a {
: . H a ' - ' . Sy .
f Lo, R - . 'S NN J\,, N 4 i . f }
. - . i §
o S T . R s 5
|
b : . ¥
T . - P - t
S N L i i i 1 T ‘ ) - P
¥ . s t
i P 4 t ] (Y
* A N ' - a‘w ! oy B [} .
p . ' P i
DAY N . A Ero, . L 3 |
i : i
st Voo
1 ' ! :
R - . i
1
§
! 1 .
* k - A . L :
' . ’
| {
- o 3 -
- - - - - . FEE o s - R
(S :
- - B - E e =g
- s
' ! - e l
. L AR S
o * - . T Y

i1
3 , ,
i\i [ L
»
.
[ |
. p
‘o
B - e
-
3 . t
‘e
- - f
rd . ~
L] 1 1




SC 7-0-34 | o $/23/70
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'l ]did not at that time want to piace a Missing
Person notice. She was dinterested in the ¥BI's looking .for Miss

. LASS. The Bureau's jurisdiction was explained to her.

- R

\“6n~9/21/701§A |‘§esident Aggn:.rAnburn
- - RA, which covers South Lake Tahoe, contacted Lt. of

‘the South Lake Tahoe Police Department. Lt.| [ said that
relatives of Miss LASS had contacted higs department and filed a
Missing Person’report concerning DONNA LASS. He said the matter
was currently under investigation By his “dgency but that suf-
ficient facts had not been developed to evaluate the disappearance
of Miss LASS. ‘

On 8/22/70 Lt.[::::]informed that Miss LASS was last
seen at her apartment by the apartment house manager on 9/5/70
and that she last reported for work as a nurse at the Sahara-
Tahoe Casino 5/70, her shift terminating at 2:00 A.M. on
8/6/70. Lt. said his department had failed to locate anyone
who had seen or heard from Miss LASS since she left work at the
above casino. He said her nurse's uniform was left in a brown

.paper bag in a First Aid Room of the Sahara-Tahoe Casino, indi-

cating she may have changed into civilian clothes at the termina-
tion of her shift. He said he learned that on occasion she did
do ‘this so that she could go to one of ‘the bars for a drink or
two at the end of her shift.

Lt. lso advised that, according to his r R
70 his agency received a telephonic request fromTf;ffT
Security Shift Manager, Sahara-Tahoe Casino, for -the
outh Lake Tahoe Police Department to make a welfare check

on Miss LASS at her apartment inasmuch as she had not reported
to work for several days. His agency responded, made .inquiry
at the apartment building, and determined she had not been in
her apartment for several days. Her car was parked’in‘Tﬁi:fifffi
lot there. Lt. lso advised that Security Officer F
at the Sahara-Tahoe Casino had received a telephone call from an
unknown male on about September 7, 8, or 9, 1970, that Miss LASS
was leaving the area due to_illness in the family. Lt.
said that Security Officer does not know the identity
of ‘the caller or ‘the origin of ‘the call.

Lt. | |said that an inspection of Miss LASS' apart-
ment developed that all her personal effects, with the exception
of one civilian outfit previously described, were still located
in her apartment and -that her car was still parked there. He said
his inquiry reflected Miss LASS enjoyed a good reputation, was
considered reserved and quiet, and as one who did drink on only
limited occasions. She resided in her apartment alone, having

- moved -into -that apartment about 9/1/70. - His agency -interviewed
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P . Eae N e geE T o - - . , + L ! .of
her previous female roommates and two occasional male dates,
but none, had any information indicating she had been seen or
heard from-since her last work.shift described above.

s “Lt;[::::]adv1sed ‘he had been contacted on a daily b6
baszs by relatives of Miss LASS and that they ‘had indicated b7cC
some dissatisfaction and disappointment with the investiga-

‘tion conducted by his agency.

On 8/23/70 contacted SA.[::::::]

l [;:::::::]of the Auburn RA, at which time she said she was
i1ssatisfied with the ;nvestlgatlon conducted by the South
Lake Tahoe Police Department and the Douglas County Sheriff's

Office, Zephyr Cove, Nevada, and wanted ‘to know what action
she could take to involve the FBI in the disappearance of her
sister. She said it was her consensus and that of her family
that Miss LASS had met with foul play.

The FBI's jurisdiction in such matters was again '

explained to b6
b7C

| stated she is considering communicating
with the Governor, Senators, or Representatives from her State
of South Dakota, the Governor of California, or the FBI in
Washington, D. C. in attempt to get the FBI involved in ‘this
matter.

There is no indication that there is a violation
within the jurisdiction of the FBI. The South Lake Tahoe
Polzce Department has been 1nvest1gat1ng this matter. This
is being forwarded to the Bureau in ‘the event inquiry is re-
ceived, and no further inquiry is being made UACB.
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(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL
ta (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
% FROM: szc WFO (79-0)
DONNA (NMN) LASS
MISSING PERSON - g
MISC, INFO CONCERNING

¢ C_d’* LA ;Auu‘/'

nically contacted on

9/23/70, by ator b6
GEORGE .MC.GOVERN, telephone| furnished b7C

the following information: {px

Senator MC GOVERN's office, had received a telephone
call from one.nx_the_Senﬁtor 8 constituents in South Dakota who
reported that DONNA LASS, was missing and she was
concerned about the possibility of foul play, Miss LASS is ///,

bé
b7C

an employee of the Sierra Hotel, South Tahoe, Arizona, The
of Miss LASS suspected foul play dinasmuch as DONNA's
personal clothing and automobile were at the hotel.

Miss LASS is described as a white female, 25 years,
5'4", 135 1bs., last seen wearing a navy blue slack suit,

bé

stated that he would request the BC -

family to send complete description of Miss LASS to the
Identification ,Division, FBI, Washington, D,.C.

Above furnished for information.
-0 ,
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IMES R ALLENALR, [ MY BELLLON, OGUA VWlnifed States Senate

COTYS M. MOUSER, CHIEF CLERK

»)

e .

. srEseARD MOLLAND, FLA,  GEORGE D, AIKEN, VT,
JAMES O, FASTLAND, MISS, SMILYON R. YOUNG, N. DAK,
HERMAN E, TALMADGE, GA, JACK MILLER, IOWA

t 1

COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

September 28, 1970 »

Dol /3

Gentlemen: /— 2 & Manffé"
v;:.‘ g
I am enclosing a picture and felated news stfry.re=-, |
garding the disappearance of Miss Donna A¥™La3ss, | .
lformerly of South Dakota. This case was initially
, reportedto the FBI last week by phone. It was:indi-
cated at that time that although no federal violation ap-
W | peared to have occurred th:tééour division wanted a
s rrpicture of the missing Don ass in case anything
f}f { subsequently developed,
A}
RN bt . 'With appreciation for your concern, I am

R}}PER, ED TO
REC iu‘S BRANCH FOR:
i MA&N FILE
— 79-1

fud
BRI T
. M&Jf&f{i&%"é
22 st « ZAS
Missing Persons Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

= y

]
F
©

e

, Enclosures QI()\%
N et _
;3 3" ENCLOSURE REC-10 ‘7?, 31460

2 = Barz oA -,

ACR /5700 d R b

T e

A )
Mr. ’i‘o:mn,...,.,__
Mr. So :r':mm
Mr L L2 7 S,
Mz, Pisdo,
Mre.Brema=-
Mr. (2 oo
Mr. Cespar ...,
Mr. Cemond ,
Mr. Fedbccnnns
Mr. Galo oo

Mr. Tovdh. oo
Mr. Walicrsmmm.
Mr. Scr2s3 e
Tele, RoOr2 .
Miss Holmes o
Miss Gandyowm..

Mr. ROSA n. I

*

e




A -~ 5 . . " . - - - . . '::‘ \ "
‘ ' . i
. . et w ks
- L4 ' « - .h ‘
2 v
1y ! ' - L
] =
= =~ o8
b= — —-
22 = .8
Qi=tr AL D
B ey w s .
~ ?‘g}z ,-.,«:o L g ~
325 O~ -.J.;_:
e -
x‘:i?" [ u‘"ah - ¥1J s tian o e i J
ESQ R Vir",n"  * ¢ J’r 1o T g * - e
= - e o ' Nd iﬁ : ‘;:hk am 1 ~
- . ! H £ Ty . e i ’ P e 3
e Mr. Th! L
' Mr. i'v = =
S N K Mr - b
* M * - "
. BrénnarC. ‘
% o Mr. Ca]l&lm ———— .
'&, b Yo Mr. CaSPer e - , TEt. S
‘% E Mr. Conrad e ~
= Mr. Felt §
3& g v e~ Mr. Gale Lpue ‘* ¥ i f?y : ¥ (}’
X Mr. Rosen¥ 2 - ' v
ax Q\’) C&) ™ “q’
= - Mz, Tavel .. L L. Ty
< A SWALYAY g ws -
o O - Mz, SOYarS e ~ Hz
o pon e 3 Tele, ROOR s e 1 y - ~
b &S N Miss Holmes mmue| | yoev &S (=
. \y —
Miss G&)dy ———— %1 N ’ -3
MLy g om oy v
3 - NS LR
-~ e 3 ! )
JOL{S e l - £
Hv,mmgf‘cra; Co 8~
AOJLJ mo—
.o = = :
/ o
Uy os g, a @T 2
13p 3o s 2.
g >
: 2=
' \\AQ& S
W™ g3 303t dOHSIS §-D38
1 e g4
3
”d’é/’ty o

N,

. #d 90 71

| L3



T
£D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
L%
S

s

“FBI
. Date: 9/24/70

g e
e i
-.\ ~r
g
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/ _&_1 . j/ T .(Type in plaintext or code)
vi‘ﬂ ) AIR’I;.E]:.::'J'-’- ‘ :

‘]‘x_._,-";.";-_—__-’_.-’ﬂ‘-"" e ’ - . (Priority)
__XV—I?AJ__\;_._,,_-’-‘{_____________._.______'_____'_ _____________ R __
f”‘p TO: - DIRECTOR, FBI _

& . . N &"\."
FROM: /- "+SAC, LAS VEGAS ' sl / ,
DONNAE?LASS , A
- ) TN

xeMISSING PERSON o

LASS descrlbed white female, born 11/3/44, 5'4" tall,
135 pounds, blond hair, blue eyes, occupation registered. nurse,
Was last known to be Wear1ng a blue 'slack. suit W1th ‘white
stripes and blue shoes.

GEORGE BRATOVICH, Douglas County Sheriff's Office, Lake Tahoe,
Nevada, LASS employed as nurse at Sahara Tahoe Casino, has.
been missing since 9/6/70., She resides. at,Apartmeg;wﬁﬁw"M,g e
Yexrde Way,. South. lake Tahoe, California. BRATOVICH stated that
LASS' clothing and vehicle have been left at her residence and
there was no indication of foul play. No demand for ransom or
any other indication of kidnaping has been determined to date,

This date information received from Undersheriff /%7

BRATOVICH advised that | bs
| | of subject, appeared at the Douglas County b7C
Sheriff's Office and also at South Lake Tahoe, Callforn1a,
Police Department making inquiry as to why F t involved
in investigation. BRATOVICH stated that the indicated | AN
that they may make contacts with congressmen Or senators in
Washington, D. C., in effort to obtain FBI assistance to locate
missing person. FBI, Las Vegas D1V1s1on, has not been contacted
to date by any relat1ves or acquaintances of missing person. |

' Foregoing'1nformation-furnished to Bureau in eveéent.of
any contact from.congreéssmen or senators in Washington, D. C.-

(® - Bureau - . o 74 Vi 7. -
2 " Las Vegas W ARECEE S 50T 7
\ ,u ' g SEP 2
HEN:1ad ( (- . F_X113 _
(6) < —
Approved i 4@% : Sent

NOV 171970 D o e
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Above information has been made available to
Resident Agency, Auburn, California,

Las Vegas Division will follow matter closely
with local authorities.
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Howvember 10, 1970

/?» 9'\‘“{D/

b6
b7C

Tolson o o
Sullivan o o .
Mobr .
Bs hop ST
Breanan, G.D. e

I}ear

On Noverber 3, 1970, I received your letter
with enclosures, your refercence mmber 314-10-70,
reganding Doma 2o Lass, a nissing person,

I regret we caonnot furnish any information
as information from our £iles can be givon only to
low enforcement and other authorized ogencies for
official purposcs,

- He do not have the cuthority to conduct
an active investigation in the absence of a violation
of a Federal law within our jurisdictfon. Your
enclosures are being returned.

Sincerely yours,
b6
b7C

John Edgar Boover
Dircctor

S
Enclosures (3)__,. copy each of three newspaper articles

1 - Omaha (79—0)c%%r%ﬂﬁcﬁ%%§bs-4)--copy incoming, 1 copy
each of 3 newspaper

articles,

Calsban e TR AT Qj{

Conrad ___ . (ocn ’ :

Felt e % ;mbl(ls_i‘ef page 20) | forusn 870 < 6/6/ \
P M (5) o7 ’j/ 4 53 \n;\ \{K‘Q)(
o < S Ada 2 \gA

S VN /MW /
Gandy iﬁﬂN anzs)m TELETYPE UNIT( ) j;\



NOTE: Correspondent not entitled to results of informatlon

in our files, MPN previously posted 10/20/70 in behalf of
Senator McGovern. May be identical with FBI number 555 145 H,
Only fingerprints in ‘this record are Civil Service prints.
Subject appointed to position of Clinical Nurse with Department
of Army, Letterman General Hospitdl, San Francisco, California.
Prints record March 11, 1970.

bé
b7C



RE-SEARCH BUREAU

of
DES MOINES TELEPHONE
265-3660
¥ BONDED ¥ INVESTIGATIONS 3¢ JICENSED Xt AREA CODE S15

L.
1327 EAST FOURTEENTH DES MOINES, IODWA S0316

Sl 773‘“&(/’2?
. sy
October I].aéﬁl%?o 717 ?0

7/
Yz 2228
Director F.B.T. S
Wwashington, D. C.
Attention: Tdentification Division
Re: our gase.# 314-10-70 6~/

onna Ann Lass

Missing Person ‘

Gentlemen:

our firm has been retained to locate the above captioned
subject. The circumstances pertaining to her disappea ance

makes it seem advisable to inform your office also,-inh the ,
event you may wish to place a stop in her fingsrprint f e

Your local agonts in Des Moines, and b6
made the suggestion to our office, alter being consulted. b7C

Subject l1s described as follows; white female adult,
. 140 1bs, St 4" tall, auburn hair, blue eyes, D.OB. 11-3-Ll1
Hair short, combed over head from right to left, covering
left ear. Teeth, good condition, no overlap, no braces, . <
fungus discoloration causing crinkling condition on one hand. ‘
pierced cars, and also wore contact lenses, subject is a
registered nurse.

Subject last seen alive and positive identification made

.....

at, Stateline, Nevada, at the Sahara Tahoe Casino at 2: 00 AM,

REﬁ ﬁfo Septerber 6, 1970,
\ ?ﬁ‘ # 3 E% ﬁtﬁ)@g-work at that time, and has .not been seen
_"&S since., This casino is two blocks from the boundry be-
-

vada -and California, and subject was known to walk
TADHILE, ’
9]

o blocks, and an additional 3 blocks to her apartment
at the Monte Verdi Apts, #6, South Lake Tahoe, California.
SIEV A

Subject's auto, 1969 Camero -convertible, black over .
ed, california plate 7RIS, was found parked at % 5

HGOSTEE Cﬁ??bjec'cs apartment. REC- B 77—
E ’ .
/5 @\(‘,\,03“\)\ 15 Nov 17 1970

| | o g fp*f;‘\,
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Subject has not been in contact with her family or
friends, breaking a long bhabit of thoughtfulness. Subject
left no sign of struggle at her apt., nor was there any
evidence uncovered that would lead to '‘deduce violence.
Subject left bank book, all personal belongings except
clothes worn, and purse containing check book, car keys,
and personal-cosmetics and wallet with less than $25.00.

Sargent| of the South .Lake Tahoe Police
Dept., was in charge ol an investigation, case # 70-6436,

. and can furnish any data in addition to 'this pre-liminary

report, ‘

Qur office will be pleased to furnish any additional
data you may deem relevant, and at the same time we re-
spectfully request -your acknowledgment, of this transmittal,
and also desire to be notified in the even& your stop in her
files flags an attempt at positive identification.

Enclosed are copies of ‘3 stories appearing in California
newspapers. ' ‘

Respectfully submitted,

U _OF DES MOINESS

ssing Persons Division

cc fige

encl,
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of
Des Moines, lowa
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Director .
Federal Bureau Of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Attentlion: Identification Division
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P X e T
KAPL E MUNDT . s MEMBER:
sou'"“ DAKOTA APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
R. ke MCCAUGHEY N
ADMPGSTRAYIVIC ASSISTANT - FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITYER
b GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITYEE
ROBERTA VAN BEEX Wlnifed Diafes Denafle
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ] SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITYEE
WALTER C. CONAHAN WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 ADVISORY COMMISSION ON
PRESS SECRETARY - . INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS )
ROBERT K. RUDDY ,‘ ; ‘
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT November 20, 1970

oy

Mr. Callahan...
Mr. Ca$pelammena '

SN |
Peati)ineHo | U Sommi—y

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director (_)9/ (LA
’ Federal Bureau of Investigation ’

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530 ——
Dear Edgar: , / Z ; j %//

I have been contacted in vehalf ofl

s ?isappeare'd from Lake Tahoe, California, V
s
@

Donna La&3 is twenty-five years old and worked as a
nurse at the Sahara-Tahoe Hotel, where she was last seen as
she was leaving work at 2:00 a.m. I am told that on September 7,
a hotel security guard received a telephone call from someone '
with a male voice, who reported that Miss Lass would not be at
work because of iXlness in her family. Her landlord received
a similar telephone call on the same day. o

September

My information is that both the local police and Nevada
police have been working on this case, and an Jowa private
detective employed by the family has been in the Lake Tahoe
area for about a week. If there is any way in which the FBI
can assist in the search for Miss Lass, the family will appre-
ciate it very much.

Cordialw rs,

EFERRED TO
R ORBS BR A NCH FOR: :;ar; 5, it
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January 19, 1972

;E‘i

ST 5160 7

A

bé
b7C

Dear

Your letter of January 12, 1972, with enclosures,
has been received, and I appreciate the interest which prompted
you to write.

0 With reference to your inquiry concerning Miss Donna
lass, it is noted that she is officially listed as a missing person.

=For your information, this Bureau does not have the authority to
conduct an active investigation in the absence of a violation of a2
Federal law within our jurisdiction.

~ : While I would like to be of assistance to you, this
Bureau does not compile statistical data on missing persons. Our
Uniform Crime Reports bulletin, a copy of which is enclosed, does
contain, on page 159, statistics on the number of runaways' arrested
which is broken down by sex. In addition, I am enclosing some data
on missing persons which may be of help to you.

. MALED Q Sincerely yours,
JAN19 1972 J. Edgar Hoover

A %‘7 '

B . S Zj(f{/ﬂ/ /’/
'.(L ’
A Enclosures (3) x %“ A/

Y Tolen oowee  "When a Child is Missing" o
r- [ ' 7" f - 4
e —— Service With Compassion I DT

Me. Bishop ooewoes i1970 Uniform Crime Reports bulletm , o

Mr, Milter, £.8. ze
Me, Callaban woorn,
Mr, Casper coeemse

e Gosper.” NOTE: is not identifiable in Bufiles. We have had inquiries >
Me. Dalbey ... CONcerning Donna A. Lass who disappeared from Lake Tahoe, California, on
. Soner o~ September 6, 1970, and following a negative search of our Identification

Mr, Ponder

M e ~—=— Division files a missing persons notice was placed in file on behalf of y
Mr. Wal e i !
s siyi‘i?m Senator Geo ?zlchovern e ,4 S
Tele. Room +ecin ) J f/ L/

Miss Hol PUNELE i
Mivs Ganty Al‘m ELETYPE UNIT () <.‘:>-4'_,/'
= e
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516 North Leadale Avenua»
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
January 12, 1972.

J. Edgar Hoover
Director of FBI
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir:
I am enclosing an article guoting you on technology's role :
in law enforcement. No technolcgy will work if one cannot

get 1mmedi§te cooperation of law enforcement personnel. Such
was the case of my dear friend (See enclosed circular.) How
does one go about getting the assistance from the law when

time is at an essence? I would appreciate your help in this
matter. If we do not find Donna, we (her relatives and friends)

4

are golng to do everything to prevent thls happening to others. /(C

I would like to get statistics :Si
on the number of girls who have disappeared in the last five
" years in the United States and how many have been found. I also
would like the same statistics for the states of California and Lj

Nevada especially in the Lake Tahoe region.
Thenk you for your help. Enclosed find self addressed

envelope for requested materials. ]
o - 79- 31460~ | |
eyl 00 M Py ’

Sincerely wyours,

€ .
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‘Ho®wer.Described -
Technologys Role
In Law Enforcement

By J. EDGAR HOOVER
Director of FBI
~ Written for
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON <{AP)
frequently &ear the question
asked: *Why has_ nof crime
subsided with the improve-)
ments to law eaforcement in]
recent years?” The question is
a good one and demands &
straightforward answer. The)
answer, it seems %o me, i$
clear: Improved law enforce-
ment ¢annot by itself control
crime.
The current crime problem
developed over a long -period of;
time. . It. is the, _outgrowth of

- <multiple causes.-that esseniizlly;

reveal that for many years our|
society has been out of kilter
with 2 aumber of fundamental
principles necessary for it$
healthy, onrderly and secure
progress under a rule of law.
Reversing this frend will be
neither quick nor easy.

To halt the growth of crime
wilf require c¢hanges and im-
provements  throughout our
society but particularly in the
adnunistration-of- just-.&e sys-
{em- - - -

Prisoner rehabilitation, court
beorgamzanon adequate anti-|
crime legistation, penal Ye-
forms, and expanded data onf
erime and ctiminals, are but &
few of the areas where efforts
are being mobilized Yo correct;
deficiencies which have unin-
tentionally aided the prolifera-
tion of criminality.

QOufside the criminal jﬁshce
complex, the disproportionate

inveivement of youth in serious|

crime démands priority atfexi-
tion with special emphasis in
our educational system on the!
respoasiv.lities of the dividual
to the rule of law in & free
soclety. The importance of suchj
an educational effort cannot, inf
my op:nion, be overestimated.

As for law enforcement, it
has entered an era in ‘which its
ability to respond to crime has
been drastically improved by
technology. The methods of law
enforcement have not sig-]
nificantly changed but the man-
ger in which they are applied
as

Primary among the advanced
technology that is changing po-
lice capability are sophisticated
communicationt and record-
storage systems.

By use of the computer, com-
munications and records have
been impressively joined to
give law enforcement an ex-
traordinary tool fn the dis-|
covery of érime and its per-!
petrators. More important, tlns
computer technology holds in-
credible promise in the future

{of law enforcement.
'fo police by a common street
— 1

{mere suspicion into prompt and

|hicle, containing a dozen new

Consider the problem posed

erime which reaches virulent
intensity at this time of year—

lance of yesteryear, the shop-
lifter Yo be successfully prose-
cuted most often be caught
with “the goods on him."

The unsuccessful shoplifter
who :is detected inside the store
or nearby poses mo particular]
problem for the police. The
property is recovered and his
connection with the crime is ir]
refutably established. These]
circumstances lead to the of-
fender’s convietion which, of]
course, is .fhe greatest of “aff
crime deterrents.

Buf ‘what of the shoplifter
who anonymously and success-
fully flees the crime stene, or
those - quite probably the ma-
jority—who leave the victi-
mized establishment without
their cnme having been de-
tected?

A few years ago fhe police
would have had to rely on rare
and chance events to uncover
these  offenders, _especially in
'situations which could produce
evidence to insure their con-
victions.

This is no longer the case.
Discovering the hidden per-
petrators of high-volume strect
crime offenses may never be-
come the rule of police work,]
but increasingly it is becoming]
{less and less the exception.

Versatite police commi-
nications systems and nearly
instantaneous exchanges of vi-
tal law enforcement data on
crimes and criminals,
femplified by the FBI's National
Crime Information Center

all types hourly.
Two-way radio-equipped foot
patrolmen can now translate

¢ffective police action often
leading fo a felon’s identi-
fication and arrest.

Many items of serially identi-
fiable property reported miss-
ing or stolén In computerized
police records frequently are
swiftly located—sometimes with
the probable thief—at a pawn
shop some distance from the
victimized ‘establishment,

A patrol car officer’s radio
inquiry concerning the regis-
feted owner of a stalled ve-

women’s dresses, can alert the
officer to the posublhty of a
crime by the faet that the car’s
owner has a long arrest record
for shoplifting.

Police performance is further
improved by this new tech-f

shoplifting. True {6 the par-}

as ex-}

(NCIC), are exposing thieves of

P

{s more offen established from
the sureness of physical evi-
dente rathér than the uncer-
tainty that frequently accom-
panies eyewitness testimony.

The NCIC, located at FBI
Headquarters in Washington,
D.C., now encompasses high-
$peed law enforcement commu-
nication and data exchange net-
works of 30 states, the District
of Columbia, and Canada.

With more than three million
ré¢cords, the NCIC computer
has handled with cooperating
law esforcement agencies as
many as 90,000 transactions a’
day and is furnishing positive
responses—identifying  crirftes,
[Crimitals; and “stolen prepery
ty—to as many 4s 900 inquiries
daily. As this system expands,
so will the proficiency of lawj
enforcement,

Advancing technology now
promises to some day soon con-
vert the /PBI's massive finger-
print files to computer storage
with the ability to electronically
read, classify, and retrieve a
previously ‘entered record.

With this capability it is con-
ceivable_that in the future a
defiant criminal’s identity (or
that of an evasive suspect)
might be instantly determined
by simply placing his hand on
an electronic scanning unif at
police headquarters—or one

mounted even in a patrol car.
New law enforcement fech-
{nology is building A formidable
assault on crime. This prog-
ress, I am confident, will spear-
head a broad and suecessful at-
from

tack on lawlessness
society as a whole.

'I 0 Sioux Falls Argus-Leader
SECTION B

nology since a defendant’s guilt|

Sun., Jan. 2, 1972,
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EX-1 116,
\\@'\ 79 - 3460~ 4 February 24, 1976

”

Dear | |

On February 17, 1976, I received your letter
regarding Miss Donna Lass, on whorn a missing person
notice has been maintained in our Identification Division
files since October, 1970.

This notice will be continued, and you may be
sure that the proper authorities will be notified upon
the receipt of any future information concerning liiss Lass.

I am unable to conduct an active investigation,
ince there is no indication that a Federal law within
ur jurisdiction has been violated.

. O

Sincerely yours,
Co M. Keliey

MAILED 7,
FEB 241076
Fol

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

_ N%TE- MP, who disappeared from Lake Tahoe, CA, on 9/6/70,

may be ident with FBI #555-145-H per prev corres. MPN
placed 10/12/70, in behalf of Senator George }McGovern,
Bufile #79-31460. MPN to be continued.

’ 6%%' m
(h)

As$0¢s Dire cocas:
Dep. AD Adm., ..
Dep. AD tav.- oo

Asst, Dirat

Admin, _aqammss
Compn Sys¥e wen--
Ext. Affowrs wna-
Files & Comy -
Ged. WVe mpacar s
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Februsry 1L, 1976.
Mr. Kelly, Director W et
Federal Bureau of Investigation Ol ij
Washington,D. C. 20535 4 Wr:;);i)y
Dear Sir: ‘ )
I would appreclate any information that you might have regarding
o, ) .
Donna Lass, who disappeared on or about September 6, 1970. Donna o
was employed as a reglstered nurse by the Sahara-Tahoe Hotel,
Lake Tehoe, Celifornia, at the time of her disappearance. far,
in Spite of much effort and money spent there are no clue ,%ye
FBI 1isted her as e missing person. There was a suspicion : é}f
she may have been a victim of the Zodiac killer. A five ¢ ug'n‘
dollar reward ls offered for any clues leatiing to her whereabouts,
Dopna's father has passed away since her disappesrance. Fer mother's
physicel and mental condition has deteriorated due to the loss of .
her daughter. VWie hope the FBI will now help in this search. The
Lemily will cooperate in every possible way.
Sincerelyv vours, &
4 b6

f? b7cC

A

"Mg.1 A a FeBQL7 176

I S



i Kia V
beess 79- 314609
May 5, 1976

Honorable Janes Abourezk
United States Senate
Hashington, D. ¢. 20510

Dear Senator Abourezl::

On April 26, 1976, I received your letter con-
cerning your interest in locating #iss Donna Ann lass, on
behalf of her faxmily.

The d4isappearance of Tiiss Lass was brought to our
attention in Septenmber, 1970. At that tine, a missing per-
son notice was placed An the files of our Identification
Division. A notation is being added to the effect that any
inforration e receive will be forwarded to you.

I can certainly understand the family's concern
over Donna's disappearance, bhut based on the facts as known,
there is no evidence of a violation of a Federal statute
which would expower the PBI to conduct an active investiga-
tion. I regret that 1t is not possidle for this Bureau to
provide further assistance in this natter.

Sincerely yours, i“

C. 11, Kelley 1
Clarence 4. Xelley
Director

1 - Office of Congressional Affalrs (For info) Enc.--Copy of
inconming.

A o NOTE: MP may be ident with FBX #555 145 H per prev corres.

oes. a0 Wv.-Subj disappeared from Lake Tahoe, California, on 9/5/70. MPN
#et0v:  placed 10/12/70 in behalf of Senator George ﬁccovern, Bufile
ow,a““f79-3lﬂ60. Notatipn—beo—be-added-tothe notice in 33 <f erest

\

o
»

B
4

4

en. seienOf Senator Abourefk: ~ MANLED K " 7 IREFERR
;..W Ao 5w lk'{{‘*‘CORDS BRANCH F@
el (6) i W FILE M- K

Loborevory ou g fBl
Plon, & Evel.

e L e

Spee. AV nmes .‘:
Treining ceiese 5 W bl 'R
Lego! Coun, % m M’
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. ~/ MY M. XRKSON, WASH., CHAIRMAN ‘ ‘? 'ﬂ% ¢ ey D"

§
FRAN‘K CHURCH, lDAl'b PAUL, Ju FANNIN, ARIZ,
, LEE METCALF, MONT, CLIFFORD P, HANSEN, WYO,» ,4p AD s
»  J. BENNETY JOHNSTON, LA, MARK O. HATFIELD, OREG. DGP AD
JAMES ABOUREZK, §, DAK. ;AMES l: M G..UE!.!":. JDAHO , A Y 5
FLOYD K. HASKELL, COLO, EWEY F. BARTLETY, OKLA. ssr et
JOHN GLENN, Ok ‘ .
Jormi sLErn, oo Vlnifed ﬁfafez ﬁenafe YR
DALE BUMPERS, ARK, . 1 {
GARSIDE, SPECIAL COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR ' coMM NSUL ONAR”-F o
GRENVILLE NTER
WILLIAM J. VAN NESS, CHIEF COUNSEL. ! TOR AND '7 AIRS ) g
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 . -

April 21, 1976
Dear Mr. Kelley: ;

T gm writine on behalf of'the’family of Donna Ann fg;s who reside

bé
in b7C

Donna éggs has been missing since September 1970, and investigations
by California police and private detectives have not resulted in
docating her.

e —

Donna disappeared approximately September 5, 1970 from Lake Tahoe,
California, where she was employed as a nurse at the Hotel Sahara.
The family first learned of her disappearance when someone fromL&Zé*”’“
the Hotel Sahara called Donna's mother in| | 2t
to ask why Donna had not been at work for about 10 days. The Hotel/' “¥
had received, several days prior, a phone call from a man who said b6
that Donna would not be in to work for a while rgen b7C
phone call she had received from her family ‘in | () )
Because there had been no family emergency and no such phone ¢

the family feels that Donna was kidnapped. )

5

Donna was born November 3, 1944, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. She
graduated from Beresford High School in 1965, and received nurses
‘training in Sioux City, Iowa. She worked at the Letterman Hospital
in San Prancisco and moved to Lake Tahoe, California 4in June 1970
to work as a nurse at the Sahara Hotel. She s 5'4", 135 pounds, [
brownish-blond hair, blue eyesﬂigd has pilerced ears. Her social

security number is 480-58-99
Donna's mother, Francegi¥ass, now resides at Bethany Luthergn

| W

Nursing Home in §§oux"?allsz South_Dakota. If you ever wish t 26
contact a membgf of Donna's family, I would suggest you call

| . Lb6
| | b7C

While X understand the jurisdictional limitations the FBI must
operate under, I would greatly appreciate anything your agency
can do, and also would like to be informed of any information you
receive relative to the whereabouts of Donna Ann lLass.

Thank you for your interesgxr-lg C'I& 77 (5/ %6 0 M?

Sincerely yours,

,n
I APR-26 1976 ¥

| )
Mr. Clarence M. Kelley. M
Federal Bureau of Investigation ‘
Washington, D,C. 20535 ' i
DA A Nown: Koty
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(Type in plaintext or code)
Vi AIRTEL AIR MAIL
{Priority)
7 .
T’_();,( DIRECTOR, FBI /
, b # _f"
- ROM: SAC, SACRAMBATO (7-0,%4) v i
SUBJECT:  DONNA ANN LAS %) 'Di"’wy |
: v
MISSING PERSONN_ . ' =~ //ﬂ%:s aml"““
* _ on 9/20/70l I
[ TeIephone ~
contacted this office.
\”
| said DONNA ANN LASS, Monte
Verde Apartments, Apt. 6, Pioneer Drive, South Lake Tahoe, was

[
|
|
|
!
|
|
i
{
4 |
Transmit the following in :
{
{
J
I
L

-

CE. - “. ’ - !

FBI
Date: 9/23/70a

last seen on _9/5/70 when she departed the Sahara-Tahoe, Ho

sino, whers she was employed as a registered nurse.
said that she had learned that a telephone call was re-
~.ceirved by the South Lake Tahoe Police Department from the Nevada

State Police advising that Miss LASS was cal: wav due to ‘an
illness in the family; however, according to no
record exists with the Nevada State Police of such a call.

also said that all the beloA%ings of Miss

mained in her apartment. Miss LASS' automobile has been and is
parked in her parking place at the apartment house. It has bee
‘there since she left for work 9/5/70. ‘

LASS, with Tthe exception of one outfit of wearing apparel, re- ?//

K said that no ‘threatening telephone calls
and no calls or notes demanding ransom had been received.

described ‘Miss LASS as born November 3,

wearang, asfof‘37577Uj‘3fBIﬁé
olgreds raipcoat, and blue -purse.

Dipartment lgs a photograph of
10/ 79~ 3/1o=/
., -MN

——y

bIu She was™, S
pant suit, blue shoes, rust’
The South Lake Tahoe Polic
Miss LASS.

@- Bureau (AM) “%

1 -~ Sacramento
JHW:lg
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